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DEVON STRUT NEWS — June 2013

Chairman’s Chat by David Millin

The weather continues to blight the beginning of the flying season and our Bodmin Fly-In was no exception. In fact, the conditions
were so bad that not one aircraft arrived. However, this did not destroy the day as this year Pete White and his team combined the
event with the Cornwall Flying Club to provide plenty of activity on the ground in the form of a 1940s extravaganza. There were a
couple of vintage types on static display, WW Il re-enactors and military vehicles, topped off with a sprinkling of Austin Sevens. ltis
reported that a good time was had by all, proving diversification is a good defence against unpredictable weather!

Other news from West of The Tamar is that there are restrictions at Roche due to construction work of a services area on the A30
(see p8).

Some of you may be surprised to hear that one of the Strut’'s most experienced members is hanging up his flying helmet. Vaughan

Hatton is retiring from flying after many years and his share in his Lancair is up for sale (see advertisement below). | would like to take this
opportunity to thank Vaughan for all his input and support that he has given to the Devon Strut over the years. | expect he will still be flying with
brother Nigel in the Maule and | am sure there will be a spare seat on occasions if Vaughan would like to join us on our fly-outs.

Unfortunately, due to rising costs, free landings at Dunkeswell based on the uplift of fuel have been discontinued but a reduced landing fee of £6.50
will be applied for Strut Members. That said, members are reminded to present their current Strut membership cards at Devon & Somerset Flight
Training at Dunkeswell in order to get this discount. Regrettably, some non-Strut pilots or pilots whose Strut Membership has lapsed, have continued
to claim discounts. This practice will, understandably, no longer be accepted by DSFT.

On Bank Holiday Sunday we enjoyed another Strut scramble, this time to Sandown on the Isle of White. On arrival, we were greeted by our friends
Brian Hope and John Dean from the Kent Strut who suggested we go for lunch at a seaside restaurant in Shanklin. Some decided to walk and
others, including Brian Davies (Europa pilot and LAA Director) climbed into a taxi and headed off to eat. Following a relaxed and delightful meal we
walked back along the sea front as far as Sandown Pier before returning to the airfield. This was another great day out in the company of other



Devon Strut members, including Steve and Alison Robson, John and Margaret Holden, Sophie Smith, Graham Clark and John Hope. Many thanks to
Carla for her catering and to the other members of staff, including Bob Woolford, who made us so welcome.

| will finish on a safety note: | am soon to fit a B&C starter to the C90 in my Jodel D117 Charlie Golf as the original Delco Remy starter motor no
longer wants to play. In the meantime, | am hand swinging the propeller for engine start. This process makes me very mindful of the dangers of
propellers in general; not just the issues associated with hand swinging, but the fact that every year there are incidents involving live props. | have
now experienced two such occasions caused by of poor grounding of the mags. The first resulted in an unintentional start up whilst pulling the
propeller through. The second was also thought provoking when the engine would not shut down with the mag switches in the off position. Always
treat the propeller as live!

Here's to good weather and blue skies, - David

Devon Strut Scramble to Sandown, Sunday 26th May by Steve Robson

Looking back at the weather
forecast for the Bank Holiday
weekend, the prospect of having
to work over that period and
complete the permit work on my
RV4, | never really gave flying
much thought. So, when a short
notice change of plan meant that |
wouldn’t be working, | completed
the permit work, test flew the
aircraft and blue skies beckoned,
so what more excuse did | need?
Best of all, ‘HM the Wife' (not a
natural flyer) agreed to come
along as well.

| tried to get an early start to arrive
at Sandown before the convection
got going but as it turned out, it
was even a bit lumpy a few miles
out to sea on a direct line between
Sandbanks and Hengistbury Head
VRPs. Alison was very quiet in
the back on the flight over — not a
good sign.

Finals for RW 23 — Paul Gardner



After landing at Sandown we parked up and | went to have a quick chat with my pal Bob Woolford, who works part-time in the tower. For me,
Sandown has always been a good place to go and | have many fond memories from previous visits. The airfield has had more than its fair share of
troubles and it is great to see it operating again with a warm
welcome and nice café. If you get the chance, pay them a
visit.

The Devon Strut scramble seemed to have been hijacked by
some infiltrators from the Kent Strut: Brian Hope, John Dean
and Brian Davies, who tuned up [by invitation — Ed] at the
same time at the same place.

So, we threw in our lot in with them and headed off for
Shanklin, ‘HM the Wife’ and | on foot, others by taxi. We
arrived a bit later than those who took a taxi but to get
revenge, ‘HM the Wife’ nicked some of Brian’s chips! We all
enjoyed a wonderful lunch followed by a visit to the Royal
Marines memorial at Shanklin Chine and then a stroll along
the promenade to Sandown to get an ice cream.

The convection had settled down by the time we set off for - —
the return flight and “she” chatted on the way back to John Hope photographed his Jodel Ambassadeur amongst the visiting a/c

Watchford - not a good sign, but at least she rated the flight

back at 4 out of 10, double the 2 out of 10 on the way out — not sure if this is a good sign? Thanks to all those who went and for making it such a great
day out.

Member’s Profile: John Holden

Current Day Job — Special Skills

After six years working part-time for NHS Wiltshire, an organization doomed to oblivion under the health reforms, | have just
been appointed as Lay Member, Vice Chair and Chair of Audit for one of the new Clinical Commissioning Groups: not too bad
for a state pensioner! It pays for the flying, anyway. Special skills? You must be joking! Longevity and the ability to make white
hair a convincing substitute for wisdom, perhaps.

Past Career

How long have you got? To begin with, 29 years, man and boy, working for BP. They paid for my university education, so it
would have been churlish not to join them afterwards. | never regretted doing so; a fine company in my day. Last role was
heading up their European lubricants and bitumen business out of Brussels. Quite demanding, with 14 nationalities in my HQ
team alone. BP was going through lean times and decided it could cheerfully live without my services, so made me an offer | couldn't refuse. | then
found my feet with the most fulfilling role of my career, as CEO of Companies House and Registrar of Companies; a wonderful and creative six years.
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In the midst of that, | had what | laughingly called my lunchtime job; a couple of years as the one and only — ever — Registrar of Political Parties, under
the 1998-2000 legislation. Undertaken unremunerated, as a favour to the Home Office, they gave me a Speaker's Committee of senior backbench
MPs to “advise” me, but otherwise largely washed their hands of it (until | was taken to judicial review, but that's another story.) After that, non-
executive director roles with Passport Agency, Criminal Records Bureau and Independent Police Complaints Commission, before finally shaking
myself free of London and retreating to Wiltshire. Phew!

Why Aviation?
To stop me getting fat and complacent in middle age.

First Flight — in What, Where and When?

In an RAF Chipmunk at Cranwell, on a week’s camp with the school CCF. That was the only time | got to fly courtesy of the RAF: there always
seemed to be “weather” at RAF stations on field days, so we never left the ground then. But aerobatics in a Chippie at age sixteen was great fun!
Adopted flying myself only back in 1998, when a mate of mine took me up in his Rotax 503-powered microlight Kolb, a fearsome machine, but it felt
good at the time. | have blamed him ever since for lulling me into a hobby which many would consider very daft, given the weather we experience
here in the UK.

How long in the Devon Strut?
No idea! Seem like only yesterday, but the years whistle by.

Number of Aircraft Types and Hours Flown:

Very few aircraft types flown. | started my flying training in a Thruster, in Spain. My recollection was that, with a beefy instructor and me and no
doors, as soon as the heat of the day started to build, it would only reluctantly climb above 2,000ft. Once qualified, | owned a Jabiru Thruster for a
year before the same aforesaid mate talked me into a Eurostar, then a new type in the UK. Although my Eurostar is now Group A, and my licence
ditto, | have still not flown many other types. Partly that's because, being decidedly at the amateur end of the amateur scale of pilots, | don't take
quickly to different aircraft: | find it hard enough to land the Eurostar consistently! Partly though, when one owns and pays the fixed costs of an
aircraft, every hour on it is cheap; and every hour spent on something else tends to be expensive. So, of almost 1,000 hours flown, over 800 have
been in my trusty Eurostars.

Favourite and Worst Types Flown

Favourite is the Eurostar, obviously, because of its wonderful view out, good “chuckability”, ease of handling and maintenance and good economy,
while still being quick enough to encourage longish-distance cross-country runs. | re-trained for my NPPL on the usual tired old Cessnas and PA28s
and didn’t enjoy the experience, so they qualify as my least favourite.

Best Aviation Moment and Flight

Coming back from the west in a summer evening, sun behind me, endless visibility, negligible turbulence, the English countryside and coast laid out
below in all its glory. Those are the best moments, and they have happened often enough to make the rest tolerable. Most recently, a flight as P2
(except there were no P2 controls!) in a De Havilland float plane over glaciers in Alaska under a low cloud base. Dramatic!

Any Aviation Heroes? - If So, Who and Why?
Don't really do heroes. (Don't do celebrities either, for that matter.) Not perhaps in the heroic class, but | have huge respect for my erstwhile
instructor, Graham Slater at GS Aviation, and for the inspectors who keep us all flying, with little obvious reward for themselves.



Favourite Aviation Author / Recommended Book(s)?

Truth to tell, not much into “Biggles books”. | enjoyed Cecil Lewis’s “Sagittarius Rising” as, | guess, we all did and, in very different vein, Antony
Woodward’s “Propellerhead”. The latter made me feel my flying was almost military standard! | would strongly recommend Wolfgang Langewieshe’s
“Stick and Rudder”. It really explains what
flying is about and destroys some of the familiar
misconceptions.

Current Aeroplane(s)
Evektor EV97A or “Eurostar” as they are
universally known [right].

Any “I learnt about flying from that”

Moments?

Like most of us, | suspect, | have tempted
Providence with “getonitis” — the urge to get to
your destination whatever (almost) the
impediment. | was returning from an expensive
night away with my long-suffering wife in
Carlisle. The weather, which had been good
but hazy at the outset, got muckier and muckier
as | approached the Severn estuary, and | got
lower and lower to stay VMC. | am sure | came
down the valley to Bath at about the height of
Charmy Down to my left, being unable to see
through the cloud and clag to venture direct
track to home. It certainly felt like it. Bath is in
a dip, largely surrounded by hills, and | needed
a way out over to the east. Fortunately, at the
last moment, a gap opened up ahead and | was able to hop over and follow the pylons back to my strip. | am not sure my wife fully understood the
peril, but | did, and offered up a prayer of thanks for deliverance accordingly. Since then, | have been rather more prepared to turn back.

“Wish List” — aircraft to fly or own; places to vis it?

Aircraft to fly? | certainly want to fly and land a float plane before I'm through. Places to visit? | have tried 3 times to get to Scotland and been
weathered off each time. With a brother living not too many miles from Oban and all that spectacular scenery, it remains a must. Maybe | need to be
more patient and sit out the bad weather en route.

Any Advice For Other Strut members?

There’s no great pleasure in the so-called “£100 cup of coffee” at some semi-deserted airfield, although the flying bit to get there is always worthwhile.
There is great pleasure to be had in meeting up with fellow aviators at fly-ins and scrambles and so on, especially when a number of them are people
you know and like. So my advice to all strut members would be, “pitch up and participate!”




ElectraFlyer

One of the more interesting aircraft seen on static display at Florida’'s Sun ‘n’ Fun this April was the ElectraFlyer. Motor: 20HP direct drive, Cruise
Speed: 40mph, Flight Duration: 2 hours with full battery packs, Battery Packs: 1x4.0kwh standard, 2x4.0kwh option, Empty Weight: 245 |bs, Maximum

T/O Weight 525 Ibs, All carbon fibre construction, Best L/D: 20:1, Min sink rate: 236 ft /minute.

More information at http://www.electraflyer.com and an interview with the designer at http://www.eaavideo.org/video.aspx?v=2142542901001

Mike Mold




Bodmin Fly-In, 11th May by Pete White

In all the years | have been organising and running aviation related events | have to say that our ‘Damned Good Show’ Fly-in at Bodmin on Saturday
11th May was the most unusual in that we did not have a single aeroplane land on the airfield. But despite this, we all had a fantastic time! This was,
for the most part, due to our display of visiting military and civilian vehicles and their human cargos, in company with the visiting WW?2 re-enactors.

Other important enhancements were Dave and Julie with their fascinating Dambusters Display and the model aircraft exhibition, expertly managed by
Peter from St Austell. Our hard working Club members looked after our guests and our very own ‘Swedish Chef’ Sandy produced tasty grub that was
fit for a king.

Potentially, a fly-in without aircraft could be assessed as a failure but everyone soon got into the spirit of the event and intermingled. Later, we gave
our visitors a tour of the hangars so they could at least see aircraft, even if they were temporarily dormant due to the weather gods.

Although we were all from different backgrounds with different interests, albeit related, and our ages ranged from 16 weeks to well over 70, we were
all joined by that all so important factor in life...enthusiasm!

It is such a treat to see like minded souls wrapped up in conversations and enjoying the moment. The focus of the Cornwall Flying Club was to ensure
that our guests were made welcome, especially as the day was marred by the weather and | must thank all those present who made it possible. And |
must also make a special mention of Denis Wilkins, for his kindness and generosity in personally providing lunch for our exhibitors and re-enactors.
Thanks Den, it was very kind and certainly added to the ambience of the day.

| would also like to mention and thank all the pilots around the country who were due to bring their pride and joy to our event but were sadly
disappointed not be at Bodmin with us to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Dambusters Raid.

Looking forward, | will still be organising events of one kind or another for many years to come but with our recent poor weather record, | have learnt
from this day and will ensure our future events are wider ranged to cover all eventualities.
See you all soon, Pete White




Airfield News

Roche Runway Restrictions by Mike Hanley

I have some important
news regarding the  Trunk Road
Service Area (TRSA) project on the
end of Roche Aero Club airfield. The
north end of runway 16 will lose 100
meters, from Monday 13th May
2013. There will be a 2 meter steel
safety fence erected, the top of
which will be well marked.

Due to the construction work that is
going to be carried out, could pilots
please keep a very good lookout
and try toavoid flying over the
construction site. Taking off on RW
34 toward the site and then turning
right as soon as it is safe to do so,
will be fine. Landing is the harder bit
but the site level is lower than that of
the runway, so try not to descend
lower than 500 feet; slip it off or land
well in to the field. There will be
crane jibs on the site at times!

All other runways are as normal and
no site traffic will be on the airfield at
any time. The working times for the
site are 0800 to 1800 week
daysand 0830 till 1300 at

weekends. Remember,
safety comes first, the pilot is in
charge!

The windfarm proposals (shown as pink dots in the map below) are still in abeyance. Western power won't allow the local power point to be used as a
connection to the grid so they would have to connect to the main line at Bugle which would cost millions. Until this is resolved, the developers can't
place an order for turbines. Regards, Mike Hanley.




Dunkeswell
Leo Collier has brought to our attention that DSFT at Dunkeswell has informed its resident users that the price of UL91 henceforth shall be the same
as 100LL, due to the fact that Total has raised the wholesale price of UL91, substantially.

This comes as a shock as it would be contrary to the major effort to develop a substitute for mogas for use in General Aviation, and which had
resulted in a fuel that was initially priced between the cost of mogas and that of avgas.

It would now appear that Total has changed its marketing policy which is a serious concern to owners of aircraft with engines which have been
approved by their manufacturers and the CAA /LAA to use UL91.

For those who need ethanol-free mogas in their aircraft, it is still available from Murco stations [and possibly Gulf — Ed] but their mogas may have
ethanol added in the near future. Therefore, it is wise to test each purchase for ethanol before using.

Bodmin: Trewithick Flying Group

Want to fly for as little as £65.00 per hour? Then join the Trewithick Flying Group.

£2,500 pounds allows a member to fly the Cessna 152s at £65.00 per hour.

£3,000 allows members to fly the 152's @ £65.00, 172 and the Robin at £75.00 per hour.

There will also be a £150 quarterly charge. Prices w.e.f. 1st May 2013. 16 memberships available in total.

Cornwall Flying Club Ltd, Bodmin Airfield, Cardinham, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL30 4BU
Tel: 01208 821463, 01208 821419, Fax: 01208 827111
fly@cornwallflyingclub.com www.cornwallflyingclub.com

Bolt Head
The 2013 concessionary landing fee for Strut members at Bolt Head is now £10, down from £15 which continues to apply to all other non-Strut
visitors. Chris Howell

New Cardiff VFR Guide
Some typos but a useful guide to VFR flying in the Cardiff area. http://www.flyontrack.co.uk/content

Normandy Coastline Mapping Project by Chris H owlett

A somewhat speculative request: | am involved with what will be a major survey of the Normandy coastline, mapping the underwater wrecks and
remains in time for the 70th anniversary events in June 2014.

We have a boat and a multibeam echo sounder with which to map the underwater areas and we have access to terrestrial Lidar data from IGN (sort
of the OS in France) for the land. However, there is a gap between the land and the depth of water where the boat can reach. We are investigating
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the possibility of getting a bathymetric Lidar system [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lidar] which will be able to map the shallow water regions. However,
we are short of an aeroplane and this is where | am thinking of microlights.

Unfortunately we have little in the way of spare funds so we are looking for partners rather than contractors but if any of your members are looking for
somewhere interesting to fly this summer and would like to fly with a purpose - and there will be a need for accurate flying so the bathymetric Lidar
system can work - then this may appeal. We would like to fit a bathymetric Lidar to a microlight and then fly over the Normandy beaches and just out
to sea to cover the region with the Lidar. Areas of particular interest for the Lidar survey are the two Mulberry harbours located at Omaha and Gold
beaches plus the three other 'gooseberry' breakwaters one at each of Utah, Juno and Sword beaches. Beyond these five locations, we hope to
complete surveying the length of the Normandy beaches as long as funds, desire and weather allow. The Lidar is a box of about 50kg weight and will
require a steady electrical supply and a clear sight to the floor. The sight can be accomplished either by mounting the Lidar over the side of the
microlight or, if there are any downward facing holes, inside and above the hole.

If you, or any of your members, may be interested in joining this venture it would be fantastic and | would happily speak to you some more and, if the
Lidar company is interested (we have no guarantee of this yet) then we can put you all in touch.

Although unrelated, my involvement in this project stems from a survey | did of the British Mulberry harbour back in 2011 details of which can be
found on the UKHO web site at http://www.ukho.gov.uk/Media/News/Pages/Mulberry-Harbour-survey.aspx [

The map that will result from this survey will be a
central feature of the 2014 70th anniversary events
which are expected to be very large with our Queen,
the Presidents of America and France plus 14 other
Heads of State due to attend.

| fully understand if it is impossible for you or your
members to commit to this since | am offering you
nothing tangible in return. However, if flying over
Normandy and being involved in what should be a very
major survey of the important remains is of interest, |
hope to hear from you in the future.
With my very best regards, Chris Howlett
chris.howlett@tiscali.co.uk

[Fitting this equipment to a microlight or other PtF
aircraft might require mod approval from the BMAA or
LAA — Ed]

A view looking north east along the western Mulberry Harbour breakwater. The caissons that remain clear of water and captured by the laser scanner are now shown in yellow/red for
clarity. These are all of the improved Ax type with the concrete roof. All the visible Al type caissons have collapsed to at least the walkway if not further. In the distance (top right) is
the start of the eastern breakwater with the main harbour entrance between them.
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Calendar

July 19th — 21st Dunkeswell, Devon Strut Rally
August 4th Lundy fly-in

August 24th Henstridge Vintage fly-in

Aug 30th — Sept 1st  Sywell LAA rally

Sept 8th Watchford Farm

Sept 13th — 14th Belle Vue (Friday evening & Saturday)
For Sale

Lancair 320 . Rare opportunity due partner's retirement from flying. Constructed Sept. 1998. Engine rebuilt by Nicholson
McLaren, new magnetos, new state of the art propeller by MT Prop, Sept 2012. Based Exeter and offered with a new 12
months LAA permit. Training on type available by QFI owner. Full technical check out and servicing information/contacts alll
part of the package. Capable Day/Night/WR/IFR, fully aerobatic. Currently under LAA regulations Day/VFR. Cruises 160kts
at 33 Litres per hour. Fuel capacity 190 Litres. Specs: 160 HP Lycoming C/S variable pitch propeller. VOR/ILS/DME, Mode
C Transponder, Vision Micro panel with Skymap 3C colour GPS, two axis autopilot, strobes, leather interior. 601bs
baggage, tailored covers. A fast, economical touring aircraft, meticulous build, flown successfully by two pilot partnership
since Jan 2005, total engine time 595 hours. Always hangared. "Nothing flies further or faster on a gallon of gas" - fact!
£59,950 ovno Contact paul8320qilroy@btinternet.com

Evans VP1 G-BDTL [left] Recently restored, new PtF, based at Dunkeswell. Details from
Peter Gilmour petergilmour@hotmail.co.uk 01395-568502, 07814-931059.

Thruster Sprint T600T 450 G-DIDY Tailwheel, 85 hp 4 stroke Jabiru. Full permit, radio
and headsets included. £18,000 ono. Hangar at Halwell and South Hams Flying Club membership
also available. Diddie Sims diddie@barleycombel.plus.com 01364 73892, 07967-862323.

Piel Emeraude CP301 Based at Eggesford. Recent top end overhaul, new stainless steel manifolds and exhaust,
mode C transponder, ICOM IC A200 radio. Forerunner of the CAP aerobatic mount and designed to be semi-aerobatic (but
not allowed on LAA permit). None the less, great fun and responsive with superb all round vision. £12,000 For more
information please contact Mel Gale mel.gale@uk.fujitsu.com

Taylor Monoplane £6,500 [left] Taylor Mono with Acro 1835cc engine/elec start/Diehl alternator low engine hours

since upgrade. Single seat fun & perfect for cheap hours building. Hangared South Devon strip. AF 716 hrs. Eng 136hrs
since conversion. Permit to mid Sept 2013. MTOM increased to 735Ibs. This a/c was built at RAF Kemble and was known
as the 'red sparrow' at the time the Red Arrows were based there. Contact Reg McComish 07843-477302

11



Share Wanted

Following a visit to Watchford Farm the other day, while searching for a share, it was suggested | write to you in case you are aware of any for sale or
can send out a message to other Strut members. | live in Weston-Super-Mare, so realistically Watchford Farm or Dunkeswell are my only options.

| have mainly been renting C152/C172s but flew a Rans S6 (Group A) for a couple of years. | have no real tailwheel experience other than a few
hours in a Citabria and Chipmunk as part of my revalidation hours, and so never completed (or attempted to complete) tailwheel differences training; |
realised that paying for tuition in a Citabria was a pretty expensive way of achieving this and so decided to wait until | had a share in a tailwheel
aircraft. That said, it would have to be acceptable to other group members that | could use the aircraft to gain tailwheel experience. For the moment |
am only looking for something reasonably docile - nothing too tricky! A nose wheel aircraft would also be acceptable. My budget has a limit of £4000.
Many thanks for your attention, Kevin Flook (hometoo.flyer@gmail.com)

[If any Strut members can offer Kevin a share in their a/c, please contact him directly — Ed.]

Tailpiece
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DEVON STRUT COMMITTEE 2013
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Chairman: David Millin, 6 Farm Close, Kingskerswell, Newton Abbot, TQ12 5BT 01803-875601 david.millin@sea-sea.com

Newsletter & Web Editor: Mike Mold, 38 Catalina Close, Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QD 01404-891587 mike.mold@tiscali.co.uk

Safety Officer: Steve Robson, 14 Pencross View, Hemyock, EX15 3XH, 01823-680784 sb.robson@tiscali.co.uk

Membership Secretary : John Hope, 6 North Avenue, Exeter, EX1 2DU 01392-271932 john@exe.flyer.co.uk

Event Organiser : Pete White, 92 Sherford Road, Elburton, Plymouth, PL9 8BG 01752-406660 pete@aeronca.co.uk
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Meetings Secretary: Chris Bailey, 9 Tedders Close, Hollingarth Way, Hemyock, EX15 3XD 01884-34877 baileywaterloo@btinternet.com

Treasurer: Tony Gibson, tony_gibsonl@hotmail.com

Build-a-Plane Organiser: Jim Gale, jmgale@btinternet.com

Cornwall Rep. John Colgate: colga@btinternet.com

10 National Council Rep: John Holden, Holdenjandm@aol.com
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