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DEVON STRUT NEWS – July 2012 
 

 

Chairman’s Comments                                                                                                                                  by Steve Robson 
 
Where has summer gone?  We are all long overdue a spell of good weather, must be on its way soon! 
 

The 'Wings and Wheels' Rally at Dunkeswell will take place over the weekend of 14th – 15th July and promises to be a great 
celebration of vintage cars, motorbikes, military vehicles, re-enactors and much more. [including a 208 Sqdn Hawk display on 
Saturday 14th – Ed!]. 
 

What we really do need is help to run the event over the two days with three key areas, manning the control tent / shop, 
marshalling and meeting aircraft as they arrive (to check them in and take their landing fees). 
 

We have already had a few offers of help but many hands, as they say, make light work, so if you can spare any time to help with 
these activities on either of the days or with setting up the tents on Friday and taking them down on Sunday afternoon then please get in touch with 
any committee member. The Strut needs you!  
 

As you will recall from my previous writings, there are several governance issues still being worked on by the LAA and its relationships with Struts 
and type clubs.  Linked to this is the situation regarding insurance for events.  Together they represent a complex and very time consuming piece of 
work.  All of the committee are working very hard to ensure we uphold the best interest of our members.  From all that is going on, it is reasonable 
to assume that there will be some changes as a result.  It would not be appropriate to speculate what these might be or their likely impact but we will 
keep you informed of any developments. 
 

Don't forget that the Olympic airspace restrictions come into force on 14th July, the first day of our rally.  With the risk of interception, licence 
suspension and prosecution, anyone with an ounce of sense will be staying well away from the restricted zones around London.  However, 
Weymouth is quite close by, especially for those who might want to make a trip to the Isle of Wight.  The northern part of the restricted zone cuts 
through Dorchester and the western boundary in half way down Chesil Beach towards Lyme Regis, so please take great care if you intend going 
anywhere near. 
 

On the same tack, we all have a part to play in Project Pegasus.  Just to remind everyone, it's a kind of aviation neighbourhood watch scheme 
providing a way to report suspicious activity.  Please have a look at the Strut web site safety page or the Devon & Cornwall Police site: 
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http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/SupportAdvice/Terrorism/Pages/Keepingourskiessafe.aspx  
 

You might recall we had one or two issues with our winter meetings venue, the Ley Arms, that resulted in its closure for a couple of months.  Our 
association with the Ley Arms goes back many years and has provided us with a good venue for our meetings as well as good service in the past.  
As a committee we are keen to keep using it, despite the hiccups of earlier this year. Following our committee meeting last month I am delighted to 
say that the Ley Arms has taken a distinct turn for the better!  The food, service and atmosphere are now first rate and we have already booked the 
pub for our 2012/13 meetings.  We will, of course, give you more information about our winter speakers nearer the time.  
 
Blue skies – fly safely, Steve 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Member’s Profile: Terry Miller 
 
Current Day Job – Special Skills  
Part time Instructor at Dunkeswell and part time helper to Mike King at Branscombe. 
 
Past Career  
Trained as an aircraft engineer at Westland Helicopters and had several different jobs in the design, 
development and flight testing of helicopters - mainly Sea King, Lynx and Merlin. Retired from there in 
2010. I gained a PPL in 1972 and Instructors Rating in 1980 – been instructing part time ever since.  
 
Why Aviation? 
My interest started in primary school where the headmaster was an ex Beaufighter pilot and I sat next to 
his son. We talked of nothing but aircraft. This extended to aeromodelling and 
then learning to fly at university.  
 
First Flight – in What, Where and When? 
First flight was in a British United Bristol Britannia to Venice in 1964, seem to 
remember it was an ex RAF type with rear facing seats.  
 
How long in the Devon Strut? 
I have been a member of the PFA and then LAA on and off since 1976, where 
my first encounter with home building started with a syndicate at Dunkeswell to 
build an Isaacs Fury. A lot of wood was purchased but nothing really got built, 
however I went on to build a Taylor Titch in which I amassed several hours 
before selling it. 
 
Whilst living in Yeovil I was involved in the Wessex Strut but now I lean towards 
Devon!  
 
Number of Aircraft Types and Hours Flown : Dozens of single engine aeroplanes adding up to 3500 hrs. 
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Favourite and Worst Types Flown (& why)  
I don’t think there is a worst type that I have flown but the type I would call very ordinary is the Grumman AA1 / AA5. My favourites have to be the 
Stampe for classic style and Extra300 for gung ho!   
 

  
                                                                Stampe                                                                                                                                                           Christen Eagle 
 

Best Aviation Moment and Flight  
I have had a love of aerobatics for years so my best moment is when I won an aerobatic competition and the best flight was with Ladislav Bezak in 
his famous Zlin 526. His skill and precision was a joy to experience. If you don’t know the Bezak story it is well worth researching it, he is a hero. 
[A Czechoslovakian aerobatic pilot who was the first winner of the FAI World Aerobatic Championships in 1960 and famous for performing 
Lomcovák manoeuvre. for the first time - Ed] 
 

Any “I learnt about flying from that” Moments?   
Yes, a few!! 
 
“Wish List” – aircraft to fly or own 
I have always wanted to fly big warbirds but the holy grail would have to be a De Havilland Mosquito, imagine two Merlins! 
 
Current Aeroplane(s)  
Share in Christen Eagle G-IXII (above right) 
 
Any Advice for Other Strut members?  
“If there is any doubt, then there is no doubt”. Ask yourself what is so important that the flight cannot be delayed for better weather. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Branscombe Fly-In New Date -  Saturday 4 th August 
 
Dear all, unfortunately we’ve had to change the date of this year’s fly in at Branscombe Airfield – please note that the new date will be Saturday 4 th 
August . Pilots are welcome to join us from 10.00 am onwards on the day. Apologies for any inconvenience. 
 
That weekend, we’re also hosting a ‘Mini Moke’ rally, so the campsite will be full of car enthusiasts, all of whom are very excited at the prospect of 
(hopefully) seeing a large number of planes flying in. There will be onsite catering during the day and evening, and all pilots are welcome to bring a 
tent and camp under their wing, as there will be live entertainment and a licensed bar at the Airfield on the Saturday night – I’m waiting confirmation 
on the bands and will forward details in due course. Landing fee will be £10 per aircraft and camping will be £10 per tent. If you need any further info 
please let me know. Kind regards, Naomi Hayman, Branscombe Airfield. Tel 01297 680259 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

RAA Toronto 
 

Stuart MacConnacher of the Bedford Strut recently visited Bill Tee in Toronto and kindly offered to take a twinning certificate from the Strut and a 
complimentary Devon Strut polo shirt for Bill. The certificate was duly presented by Stuart to Bill before enjoying one of the Brampton hangar bbqs. 
 

  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Henstridge Fly-In, 25th August 2012  
  
We are contacting pilots in Southern England to invite you to come to Henstridge on Saturday 25th August to our annual GVFWE-style Fly-In in aid 
of Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance. Provided that you contact Joe at Henstridge Airfield sometime before the event with your intentions (phone 
01963-364231 or write to EGHS Ltd., Henstridge, Somerset BA8 0TN) you will not be asked for a landing fee. 
  
If your aircraft is sort-of historic and dates back to the fifties (or even to before that time) you will be particularly welcome, but naturally the invitation 
is open to all! In recent years Terry Booker (former co-organiser of G-VFWE) has arranged for the complete BoB Flight to display over Henstridge 
during our event. Despite their many other commitments during this Jubilee Year, the BoB Flight have very kindly agreed to send at least one of 
their Spitfires to do a display for us. Please pass this invitation on to any other pilots you know. You will all be very welcome on the 25th. 
All best wishes, Peter Campbell peter@zolid.com  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Members’ News  
 

Having sold his Cessna Bird Dog, John Grunwell now has Rockwell Commander 112TC G-ERIC based at Dunkeswell. 
 

  
 
Welcome to New Members 
 
Shaun Richards of Exeter.  Shaun has a group share in Grumman AA-5 G-NONI based at Exeter.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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John McNab – RIP 
Sadly we have heard that after battling with cancer for a few years, long time Strut member John McNab has recently passed away. His funeral was 
held in North Devon on 27th June. Dave Silsbury attended the funeral but unfortunately the weather put paid to him doing a fly-past. 
 
Dave said, “John worked with me for a few years at Dunks before the travelling from his home in Shebbear started to be difficult for him. He was 
always a great help to me making things and cutting out plywood parts while I got on with other things. He was also helping with the Currie Wot at 
Eaglescott and with Ray Trute at Belle Vue restoring his Piper Cub. 
 
Our thoughts are with Maureen, Tara, Cameron and his grandson James. John will be sadly missed. Dave 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Olympics Airspace Guide 
 

The CAA’s Jonathan Nicholson has circulated an email to flying organisations to publicise the long awaited Olympics airspace guide which is now 
online at the ASI Olympics website. He says “Hopefully it will prove a really useful document as it pulls together all the info on the restrictions, flight 
planning, regional RA(T)s, slots, safety issues outside the RZ, intercept procedures etc – into over 100 pages! You can download it here: 
http://olympics.airspacesafety.com/downloads  Obviously it doesn’t replace the UK AIP, NOTAMs etc and it will be updated if anything changes”. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Adverts 
 

One Sixth Share in PA28-180 G-AVRK at Dunkeswell  (right) New C of A. A/f less than 4,000 hours. 
Lycoming O-360-A4A factory reconditioned, 580 hours. Extensive instrumentation and equipment. Monthly 
cost: £97.22. Flying cost, including engine fund, £25 per hr, dry. Using mogas at 105 KTS TAS at 5,000 ft, 
fuel cost is under £45 per hr. One sixth share for £4,500. An alternative arrangement with a lower capital 

contribution is available. Contact Nigel Everett. Tel 01626 776199 or nigeleverett@btconnect.com  
 
 

Aeronca 11AC Chief G-IVOR  - 1/6th Share in 1946 side-by-side seating vintage tail-wheel aircraft. Share 
price £3250, running costs are only £40 per hour wet, plus £50 per month. G-IVOR was completely 
restored in 2002 and won the award for Best Restoration at the PFA Rally in 2003.  Based at Bodmin 
Airfield and kept in an easy access ‘strip’ hangar. The share price includes tail-wheel conversion training. 
Contact: Pete White on 01752 406660 / 07805 805679.  
 

Fournier RF5 G-BACE one sixth share  at Dunkeswell. 85kts cruise on 12 litres per hr. Garmin 295 gps, 
SLMG/TMG instructor available. Online booking. Good availability. £4,500.00. Contact Matt Smith 07802 
579731 or Nick Harrison 07531 312275.  
 

Exeter Hangarage Hangar space available at Exeter International Airport. Safe, dry, and plenty of room at 
the moment. Please contact Steve Baker on 01395445686 or 07912842430.  
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Reims Cessna 177RG 1972 For Sale Carlton repaint 2007, Interior refurbishment in 2012, Airframe 2900 hours, Engine 1000 hours, New prop 40 
hours, Fresh annual. Avionics include Mitchell and King Radios, ILS, 2 x VOR's ADF, Mode S Garmin Transponder, Semi Auto Pilot, Cambrai 
cover. Hangared at Branscombe. Price £54,000.00 Contact Colin Brown on 07932 720180. 
 
Soft Comm International 4-Place Intercom 4-place Soft Comm International ATC-4 battery-powered intercom; standard headset connectors; 
recorder in/out sockets; radio/intercom switch; aux power input socket; volume control; squelch. GBP 100. Graham Clark / G-BHTC / 
cgraham978@aol.com 
 
Jabiru Group  forming or share wanted in other type at Belle Vue or Eaglescott – Nigel Bond, Torrington. nigel@jcelec.co.uk  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jabiru Engine Course in South West 
 
Roger Lewis, Jabiru engine guru, who has supported the Youth Build a Plane project in the past, has offered to run a one day Jabiru engine course 
at Dunkeswell for South West owners and operators. It will take place in September, date to be decided and the £75 fee will cover light 
refreshments. Roger has pledged any profit made on the day to be donated to the current Build a Plane project. The main drive of this course is 
pilot maintenance and operation to ensure that the engines are kept in optimum operating condition. If you are interested please contact Jim Gale in 
the first place so that we can judge proposed attendance figures. Many thanks, Jim. jmgale@btinternet.com   07887-906789 or 01363-773767 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Fly-In Calendar for 2012  
 

July 14th – 15th Dunkeswell Aero Rally in conjunction with SWAHT 
August 4th Branscombe fly-in (the Air Day has been cancelled) * NEW DATE * (Mini Moke car rally, camping, music) 
August 4th Treborough 
August 5th  Lundy 
August 25th  Henstridge vintage fly-in (including BBMF Spitfire) 
August 31st – Sept. 2nd  LAA Sywell Rally 
September 9th Watchford Farm 
September 15th Scillies fly-out 
September 16th  Belle Vue 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Tailpiece:   
  
 
If you can’t afford a doctor, go to an airport –  
 
you’ll get a free x-ray (and a breast exam) and,  
if you mention Al Qaeda, you’ll get a free colonoscopy! 
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DEVON STRUT COMMITTEE - 2012 
 

 
 Chairman 
 Steve Robson   
 14 Pencross View  
 Hemyock 
 EX15 3XH  
01823-680784 
sb.robson@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Newsletter & Web Editor 
Mike Mold   
38 Catalina Close 
Dunkeswell 
Honiton  
EX14 4QD  
01404-891587 
mike.mold@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Fly-In Co-ordinator & 
NC Rep. 
David Millin  
6 Farm Close 
Kingskerswell 
Newton Abbot 
TQ12 5BT  
01803-875601  

david.millin@sea-sea.com 

 
 Treasurer 
 Tony Gibson 
 
tony_gibson1@hotmail.com  

 
Safety Officer 
Chris Bailey  
9 Tedders Close   
Hollingarth Way  
Hemyock   
EX15 3XD 
01884-34877 
baileywaterloo@btinterne
t.com  

 

 
John Holden 

   Holdenjandm@aol.com 

 
 
Membership Secretary 

  John Hope  
6 North Avenue 
Exeter  
EX1 2DU  
01392-271932 
john@exe.flyer.co.uk 

 
Fly-In Organiser 
Pete White 
92 Sherford Road 
Elburton 
Plymouth 
PL9 8BG  
01752-406660      
pete@aeronca.co.uk   
 

 
John Colgate 

  colga@btinternet.com 

 
 


