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Co-ordinator’s Comments                                                                                                                        by Steve Robson 
 
It seems like the weather will be cooling a little at the start of February but at least the days are getting longer.  Apart from a 
couple of frosts, the weather seems to have been very mild in comparison with last year, so much so that the some of my 
roses are still in bloom.  Is this nature’s way of telling us it will snow at Easter? 

As you know, our annual showcase event will be at Dunkeswell on 14th – 15th July.  This year we are delighted that the 
South West Airfields Heritage Trust (SWAHT) will be joining  us to run a bumper event for 2012.  Planning has already started 
and we hope that by combining forces, it will enable us to hold our biggest event yet.  Should you have the urge to get 
involved and help us plan and run the event, you'd be most welcome. Please get in touch. 

Our AGM is due to take place on Thursday 9th February so please come along if you can.  We hope to get through the formal 
part within a reasonable time so that we can enjoy our annual award ceremony and then hand over to our guest speaker, John Webster, who 
will be will be telling us about the vital, but until recently, little know work of the wartime Air Transport Auxiliary.   

Strut membership subscriptions are now due for renewal and we hope that you will all be renewing for another year.  This year we've made it 
even easier to renew via direct payments through internet banking.  See the detail in this Newsletter and on the Strut web site.  For those who 
don't have internet access, you can always set up a standing order or just fill in your renewal form and send your cheque for £18 to our 
Membership Secretary, John Hope.  The cut off date for renewals, according to the LAA and Strut rules is 31st March. 

As previously mentioned, the issue of LAA Club governance is a hot topic at the moment.  By the time you read this we will have a much clearer 
picture about how this will look and more importantly, what it will and won't allow us to do. This vital work is being driven by the LAA Board via a 
Governance Working Group.  Its aim is to provide clarity about the legal and insurance landscape surrounding our events and activities.  In so 
doing, it will ensure that the core function of LAA Engineering will be protected from the predations of litigious individuals.  Third party passenger 
flying, membership issues and corporate identity are also being reviewed. 

As many of you know, the LAA runs a number of courses for various aircraft related subjects, including sheet metalwork, avionics, electrical 
systems etc.  These courses are usually run at Turweston or other locations convenient for the course tutors, which can be quite a slog from the 
Southwest. However, if there is sufficient interest within the Strut, it may be possible to organise a course locally.  If you would like to do one of 
these courses, please can you let me know so I can gauge the level of interest. 
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See you at the Ley Arms on Thursday 9th February 2012 for the AGM.  Please come along if you can; the more people, the better it is!  If you 
are planning to eat please can you pre-order 01392-832341? 

Blue skies – fly safely 
Steve 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Members’ Profile: Pete White 
 
Current Day Job  
‘The Rag Trade.’ I’m a self employed agent for five clothing manufacturers and importers, covering an area 
from Mid Wales to Birmingham, Oxford and everything to the south including the Channel Islands. There’s 
a lot of driving but a lot of really great customers so it makes the whole thing very pleasurable, even after 
more than 35 years on the road. 
 
Special Skills- I have always been fascinated with history, and aviation history has become almost an 
obsession. 

 
Past Career- Varied but predominately in sales [allegedly 
with an ecclesiastical bent – Ed] 
 
Why Aviation? It was my childhood dream to fly which did 
materialize through making model aircraft and then as a 
child, gliding with relatives in Austria before going solo in a 
T31 at North Weald in 1964. Next, I went on to scrounging 
flights in any aircraft that had a spare seat, irrespective of its destination. Then, aviation history 
and especially aerodrome history took over my life for some while before I began powered 
flying. 
 
First Flight – My first flight was in a Dragon Rapide (G-AJSL) from Portsmouth Airport in the 
summer of 1958. The memory of this magic moment has never faded.  

 
How long in the Devon Strut? I first joined the Devon Strut in 1987.   
 
Number of Aircraft Types and Hours Flown. 1970 hours on 39 different types. 
 
Favourite and Worst Types Flown. I don’t have any worst types as all the aircraft I have flown have their own special idiosyncrasies but by far 
my favourite type is the Aeronca and especially the 11AC Chief G-IVOR, because it is such a fun aircraft to fly. 
 
Best Aviation Moment and Flight.  My best aviation moment was forming our aircraft syndicate - the South Western Aeronca Group (SWAG) 
twenty years ago on July 11th 1991. It has brought great joy to me and many other people over the years.  
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Another “best” aviation moment occurred when I was presented with the ‘Lois Parker Trophy’ by LAA Chairman Roger Hopkinson at the 2011 
LAA Rally (right). It is a great honor to have my name scribed on the silverware next to so many household 
names in the GA world. My mum would have been very proud if she was still with us.  
 

My most exhilarating flight to date was a sortie in the Hawker Sea Fury T10 WG655. The magnificent beast 
was flown by John Baker of the RNHF and he let me loose with the controls which made the Fournier 5 
that I was flying the day before seem a little ‘dainty’! 
 
Any Aviation Heroes? - If So, Who and Why? I have many heroes, especially the young souls who were 
sent to France in WW1 with perhaps 20 hours of experience if they were lucky. I also have a great 
admiration for the ATA who flew numerous types of aircraft in WW2 with no fuss, no radio, no ammo, just 
guts and skill. 
 
Favourite Aviation Author / Recommended Book(s)? At the moment I am enjoying Upon Silver Wings 
by CarolAnn Garrett and before that I read First Light by Geoffrey Wellum, both quite different but each 
tells a personal story of survival in the air. 
 

Any “I learnt about flying from that” Moments? 
Several, but I feel they are best left in the memory bank to 
help me learn from them. 
 
Current Aeroplane(s) Aeronca 11AC Chief G-IVOR (right)  
 

“Wish List” – aircraft to fly or own; I am exceedingly 
happy and content to fly my Aeronca for the rest of my 
flying days but if a chance to fly an Avro 504K or Se5A 
came along I would certainly not refuse it. 
 
Places to visit? To stay healthy enough to fly to a ripe old 
age is my only real wish and as far as places to visit are 
concerned, anywhere really because it’s all a great 
adventure, wherever you go. 
 
Any Advice For Other Strut members? : Enjoy now as it 
is the moment in life that is rich with spontaneity and 
opportunity. Most of all, just have fun! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Aeroletters 
Changing from NPPL to LAPL medical certification 3rd January 2012 
 
From the CAA’s safety regulation / medical webpage:  
We appreciate that many holders of NPPL licences are seeking guidance as to how the future EASA medical certification system will affect 
them. Unfortunately at this stage, while we are reviewing the EASA changes, we are not in a position to be able to answer queries on a case by 
case basis. 
 
EASA published the Acceptable Means of Compliance and Guidance Material (AMC/GM) related to the Implementing Rules Part-MED (Annex 
IV of the future European Aircrew Regulation) on 15 December. The new Aircrew Regulation enters into force on 8 April 2012 and the UK will 
implement it on 1 July 2012. There will be a period of transition for the change from NPPL to LAPL medical certification spanning three years 
until 2015. The UK CAA is now reviewing the guidance and rules and preparing Aeromedical Examiners (AMEs), general medical practitioners 
(GPs) and Aeromedical Centres for the implementation of the new regulation in July. Once this is in place, the UK has implemented the Aircrew 
Regulation, and a pilot has made an application for an EASA medical certificate, it will be possible to offer individual case by case guidance. 
General advice regarding the changes and the transition arrangements will be provided on the CAA website at www.caa.co.uk/medical under 
‘What’s New’. 
________________________________________________________  
 

Olympics Airspace Workshop, London 10th March 
 

To help pilots prepare for flying in south east England during the 2012 London Olympics, the Royal Institute of Navigation and the Civil Aviation 
Authority have joined forces to host a free briefing day in central London. 
The event will feature presentations and Q&A sessions offering pilots the chance to get the latest information on Olympics airspace and also a 
workshop on navigation techniques.  
http://olympics.airspacesafety.com/news/olympic-pilot-briefing-event  
Pre-registration is required and places will be provided on a first-come basis. To register, e-mail your full name and affiliation (e.g. flying club) to 
olympics@rin.org.uk GASCo is also publicising the workshop at http://www.gasco.org.uk/pages/home.asp?i_ToolbarID=8&i_PageID=94 For details of 
Olympics airspace changes see www.airspacesafety.com/olympics 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Zenair CH701 Build-a-Plane 3 Progress. 
 
With the sad passing of the project leader Alec Janaway, we have had to re-organise available 
evenings and as a result, double up on attendance nights. Although the arrangements still want 
some fine tuning, with stirling help from committee member John Hope we have re-routed the 
workshop power wiring to include the back workshop and have also replaced the expensive 
halogen lamp lighting with more efficient fluorescent units. This has enabled us to instruct and 
work with youngsters from two troops / squadrons at a time.  
 
Following my appeal for more helpers, Strut members David Cottingham and Brian Lyford came 
forward, so together with Mike Mold, Dave Millin and yours truly, we now have five adults plus at 
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least one youth leader each night to help supervise the kids, meaning that we have in attendance at any one time a ratio of three adults to four 
youngsters. 
 
This has enabled us to complete the tailplane and to now work simultaneously on the rear fuselage (photo right), the firewall, the slats and the 
flaperons.  
 
As you will know, sadly another stalwart member of the Strut, Norman Evans, who had in the past supported the construction of BaP2 G-SPDY, 
passed away in October. Norman was a prolific builder and having produced a magnificent Murphy Rebel, had accumulated a set of tools and a 
work bench which his widow, June, thought would be ideal to help with the construction of the Zenair CH701. With many thanks to June, we 
now have a magnificent 18' x 4' flat bench and many sheet metalworking tools to help with the project. 
 
Ideally, I would like to run another build session on Thursday evenings or Saturday mornings, so I am looking for another couple of volunteers, 
preferably with sheet metal aircraft building experience, to help out at the workshop in Whimple. Catch me at a Strut evening or phone 01363-
773767 or text 07887-906789 if you would like to help out on this very worthwhile youth project. Cheers, Jim Gale. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
And Now For Something Completely Different: A Privately Owned, Airworthy Harrier.  
 

American, Art Nalls, has bought the ultimate boys’ toy. He’s the 
only private owner of a Royal Navy Sea Harrier, which he rebuilt.  

 
The paint may be peeling in places and it has clearly seen better 
days, but to its proud owner, the gunmetal-grey Sea Harrier 
remains a thing of beauty. The British-built jet, once a potent 
symbol of this country’s technological prowess, now startles the 
neighbours and the local Cessna pilots whenever it emerges from 
its hangar at the tiny St Mary’s County Regional Airport in 
Maryland, some 50 miles south-east of Washington, DC. 
 
‘It’s a travesty that the UK Government scrapped the Harrier fleet. 
I will keep my Harrier airworthy for as long as I’m physically 
capable of flying her.’ Nalls, who lives in Virginia, won’t divulge 
exactly what he paid for his ‘bird’, but says reports of £2.5 million 
‘are not wide of the mark’. Staggeringly, it costs £150 a minute to 
fly. ‘It’s the ultimate boys’ toy,’ says Nalls, who made his fortune in 
property development after retiring from the Marines due to an ear 
injury. 
 
Read the full story in the MailOnline: 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-2079321/Royal-Navy-Sea-Harrier-Meet-man-loved-jump-jets-bought-lovingly-restored-working-
order.html#ixzz1kZaD2lci 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Members’ News 
 
Congratulations to Luke Roberts who has passed his line checks as First Officer on the 
Atlantic Airlines BAE ATP turboprop.  
 

Atlantic Airlines Limited was established in 1994. It was formed as part of the Air 
Atlantique Group of companies and since July 2001 has traded independently and 
continues to broaden its product range and capability through the marketing of its Air 
Operators Certificate (AOC) and Part 145 Maintenance capabilities. Atlantic performs all of 
its own aircraft maintenance. It is based in Coventry and operates cargo flights worldwide, 
especially within Europe and across the Atlantic. The airline specialises in the transport of 
dangerous goods and radioactive products and other specialist aerial work, including oil 
spill response, dispersant spraying and icing trials. The prime activity of the business is 
the supply and operation of aircraft to night-time freight operators and the operation of ad-
hoc air charters on behalf of other airline, freight brokers and forwarders. 
 

Atlantic’s operates in partnership with Atlantic Flight Training and merged with the 
Swedish airline "West Air Europe" in 2008 to establish the new airline "West Atlantic" 
http://www.westatlantic.eu  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Aeronca Hangar Trailer from Robin Morris:  
 

When I owned Aeronca Chief G-BTSR I kept her on our farm in Stirlingshire. 
With a 36 ft wing span she would not fit into a standard 30 foot agricultural bay 
so I had a trailer made up so that the aircraft could fit in sideways. The photos 
below give a reasonable idea of how it all worked. 
 

Ramps enabled one to winch the 
aircraft up onto the trailer and the tow 
vehicle then moved everything 
sideways with swivelling wheels on 
the trailer which permitted really tight 
turns. Once on the trailer the Aeronca 
was extremely secure and I was able 
to do engine run-ups inside the barn 
without any worries. The concept 
proved to be 100% successful and at 
one time I thought it worth marketing 
something similar. However, I sold SR 
and moved instead to an Emeraude 

which had to be hangared at Perth as it was not short enough for my farm strip. 
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I have now given up flying and thought I would check if any current Aeronca owner might be interested in the trailer. It is available free-of-charge 
although a donation to the Aeronca Club might be a nice idea. 
 

The trailer itself was delivered on a dinghy trailer and assembled on-site. A similar exercise in reverse would be needed to get it away. Needless 
to say, it is not road legal being at least the same width as an Aeronca is long! It is in excellent condition and has been stored in the barn 
throughout. Although it was made to measure for a Chief, it would no doubt be easily modified for a Champ or any other similar Cub type aircraft 
with the same approximate wheel base. Regards, Robin Morris [01360 860242]  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Welcome to New Members 
 

Simon Wilson of Gillingham, Dorset. Quickie Q2 G-
OSAW CRI SEP(A)PPL (Tailwheel, Turbo/Super 
Charger, Retract Gear, Variable Pitch) 
 
Simon writes: My Quickie Q2 G-OSAW was built by the 
late Norman Evans in 1983 in Albuquerque NM, 
registered as N3797S. When he imported it to the UK 
in the early 1990s it was re-registered G-BVYT. It 
changed hands several times before I took ownership 
of it in July 2003. I have been restoring it ever since. I 
flew it briefly in 2007 & 2008 but was dogged by engine 
problems which resulted in the need to carry out 
remedial work to the cowlings and cooling system. I 
have also purchased a brand new Revmaster engine 
for it. I hope to have it finished and flying by Easter this 
year, after it has had a full re-spray.   
___________________________  
 

Mark Jameson of West Lydford, Somerset.  
 

[Simon and Mark both fly with Navy and for the RNHF 
at Yeovilton, Simon having displayed the Swordfish at 
our Dunkeswell Rally in 2011 – Ed] 
 

John Tipton of Torquay. John currently shares Cessna 172 G-BBKZ at Exeter and is building an RV9a. 
 

Graham Clark of Olveston, Bristol. Graham keeps his Jodel DR1051M1 G-BHTC at  Oaksey Park.  
 
Chris Harrison of Brent Knoll, Somerset. Chris keeps his homebuilt RV8A G-RVCH at Westonzoyland and has a Cri-Cri project due to be 
completed this spring.  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Strut Evening Meetings  
(Thursday evenings at the Ley Arms, Kenn from 19.30) 
 
February 9th  Strut AGM, Annual Awards, plus a talk by John Webster on the women pilots of the ATA  
March 8th    John Pascoe-Watson (Spitfire pilot) and Ted Frost (Lancaster pilot). 
April 12th    Richard Dunevein-Gordon, LAA CEO. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

February Free Landings 
Pilot:  Andrewsfield, Castle Kennedy and Eaglescott. 

Flyer: Holmbeck Farm, Old Sarum, Sandtoft and Sturgate.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Fly-In Calendar 2012  
April 1st  Perranporth fly-out (tbc) 
April 7th   Henstridge Wessex Strut fly-in 
May 5th  Bodmin  
June 16th – 17th  Farway Common 
June 23rd                               Yeovilton Air Day (tbc) 
July 14th – 15th Dunkeswell Aero Rally in conjunction with SWAHT 
July Branscombe Air Day CANCELLED 
August 4th Treborough 
August 5th  Lundy 
August 31st – Sept. 2nd  LAA Sywell Rally 
September 9th Watchford Farm 
September 15th Scillies fly-out 
September 16th  Belle Vue 
March Madness at Dunkeswell 
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Brendan Proctor of DSFT is offering Strut members the opportunity to do 5 touch-and-goes and enjoy a full breakfast at the Aviator Restaurant, 
all for £10 over the five Saturdays of March. Members should show their Strut membership cards to benefit from this offer. 
 
Devon and Somerset Flight Training are also arranging a programme of fly-ins at Dunkeswell, featuring vintage, RV, Jodel and de Havilland 
types. See the DSFT website / news page  http://www.dsft.co.uk  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tailpiece:  
 

Lucy: If you use your imagination, you can see lots of things in the cloud formation...What do 
you think you see, Linus?  
 
Linus: Well, those clouds up there look to me like the map of the British Honduras in the 
Caribbean....That cloud up there looks a little like the profile of Thomas Eakins, the famous 
painter and sculptor...and that group of clouds over there gives me the impression of the 
stoning of Stephen...I can see the Apostle Paul standing there to one side....  
 
Lucy: Uh huh...That's very good... What do you see in the clouds, Charlie Brown?  
 
Charlie Brown: Well, I was going to say I saw a ducky and a horsie, but I changed my mind. 
 
See the Cloud Appreciation Society http://cloudappreciationsociety.org  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Annual Subscriptions. 
 
Devon Strut Membership runs from 1st January to 31st December. Members can choose to pay by cheque to Membership Secretary John Hope 
at Strut meetings between January and March, by post to John at the address on the renewal form (attached), by standing order via a mandate 
also available from John or by direct bank transfer.  
 
If you choose the latter, convenient way, please pay your £18.00 subscription online direct to our HSBC Account: Sort Code 40-40-48 Account 
No.80001678 Account Name LAA Devon Strut and at the same time write, phone or email John john@exe.flyer.co.uk  to say that you have 
paid.  
 
In all cases, please fill in the renewal form and return it to John by email or post so that your contact details and records for both our 
membership list and our mandatory annual return to the LAA can be confirmed.  
 
Due to the workload involved with membership renewals, if your subscription has not been received by 31st March, he will assume that you 
have resigned and that you will no longer wish to receive the newsletter. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


