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Co-ordinator’s Comments                                                                        by Stev e Robson 
 
September was another epic month that began with the LAA Rally at Sywell over the first weekend.  Those 
from the Strut that went said it was an excellent event with over 800 aircraft attending and only the poorer 
weather to the west restricted the number of arrivals.  I didn’t attend the Rally myself due to a previous 
engagement; I’d arranged to take pal of mine to Sandown where we met up Bob Woolford and went for an 
excellent meal on the cliff top between Sandown and Shanklin.  The journey home on Saturday was notable 
for its poor visibility and we arrived back at Watchford to hear the sad news of the fatal collision between an 
RV4 and a Mooney during practice for the Schneider Trophy Air Race that was to be held on Sunday - a 
point of safety to remind us that we should always keep a good look out. 
  
We started the autumn / winter programme of Strut evening 
meetings on 9th September with Jim Gale giving a fascinating talk 
about his work with model aircraft in the making of the film “The 
Battle of Britain”.  Jim showed us some of his personal cine film of 
flying, blowing up and crashing the models, all for the cameras.  Jim 
made such a good job of taking the film that is was suggested it was 
he who filmed the scene with Susannah York in her undies!  
 
The following weekend was the fly in at Belle Vue and despite some 
blustery conditions, 17 aircraft arrived.   Those who got there were 
treated to some model jets flying which, according to Jim Gale, was 
quite spectacular.  There was the traditional bbq and £38 was raised for the Royal British Legion.  Thanks to 
Don Easterbrook and the team for a great event. 
 
Next day was Watchford’s turn. The weather was somewhat kinder and around 85 aircraft made the trip, 
which was a record.  There was a wonderful atmosphere throughout the day with a fantastic spread of food 
and £1,000 was raised for the Devon Air Ambulance.  Thanks to Brian and Margaret Anning and the team 
for a fantastic day. 
 
On a personal note, the day also held great significance for me as I 
took delivery of my new RV4 from its previous owner / builder Greg 
Scott.  Greg has done a fantastic job on the aeroplane and was very 
sad to see it go but as he has almost finished an RV9, the wheels 
had to turn.  It also means I will have to part company with my much 
loved Condor, hopefully to a good home. [see Adverts section, 
below].   
 
Keeping the momentum going, the following weekend saw the 
Young Aviators event at Dunkeswell. Sixteen Explorer Scouts from 
Beaminster were taken for flights to the coast by our volunteer pilots.  Thanks to Tom Wielkopolski, John 
Doswell, Richard Scanlan, Derek Boyce, Alec Janaway, Mike Mold, Jim Gale and also to John’s friend Pete, 
who came with him to help out with the ground crew and photos. 
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Looking ahead (as I write this we have a reasonable weekend coming up) we have the chance to fly to a 
number of places including Leicester, Thorney Island and Lower Upham (Wiltshire).  Our winter evening 
meetings and Strut Scrambles are now firmly back on the agenda with the potential for some new and 
interesting venues, so watch this space!  On that note, not every member has access to email so if you 
know someone who would like to attend a scramble but might not get the message in time, please give 
them a call.  It’s much better to get a message twice than not at all! 
Safe Flying, Steve 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Build-a-Plane Update                                                                                         by Jim Gale 
 
G-SPDY has now completed 72 hours and flown about 60 youngsters this year. I still have Air Cadets from 
Kingsbridge to fly as the arrangements to fly them at both of this year’s Bolt Head events didn't happen, for 
various reasons. 
 
In August, RAeS/Boeing announced the release of a further two BaP projects, one at Bristol that Dave Hall 
is going to co-ordinate and one in Telford that I am presently finding LAA members to help with. 
 
In addition I attended two BaP meetings at RAeS events in August, one at the Farnborough Museum and 
one at RAeS HQ in London. The RAeS HQ meetings are becoming fairly regular, the next being in late 
October. These are co-ordination meetings for present and future projects, integrating more closely the 
LAA/RAeS working relationship.   
 
Venues attended with SPDY in September included the LAA Sywell Rally, where we were informed of two 
new projects about to commence, one in North Wales and the other in North Scotland. More news will follow 
after the respective benefactors have given clearance to publish more information. I also attended the 
Watchford Farm fly-in with SPDY where quite a few Strut members and visitors expressed interest in the 
scheme. We then flew Explorer Scouts and Scout Leaders at the Dunkeswell YA day on Saturday 18th 
September. 
 
The next scheduled appearance of SPDY is the Flying Show at the NEC, 27/28th November. If anybody 
wants to join in, Chris and Sharon Noble will be amongst the crew on the stand, which will be shared with 
the LAA. This gets you free entrance to the show and two nights in the local scout hut with food provided by 
the local Indian takeaway. Always a good week-end! 
 
Finally, I have been offered private funding for another BaP project in Devon and negotiations are at an 
early stage to bring the project proposals to fruition. - Jim 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                              p3 of 13 

Bolt Head Bunker Day, Sunday 30th August 2010                                  by Chris Howell 
 

Following the blown out event at the beginning of May, there was some welcome fine weather forecasted for 
the August Bank Holiday weekend. However, on the Sunday morning we were again awakened to blustery 
winds and some ominous showers. The bunker was opened and the catering van up and cooking but the 
numbers of visiting aircraft were well down on expected with the most adventurous flight being from South 
Wales by Rod Griffin in Aeronca Super Chief G-BRCW, a very well know aircraft owned for many years by 
Reg McComish. 
 

With 30 knot winds at 1,000 ft we were surprised to welcome Alec Janaway in his delightful Escapade G-
MCUB and Peter Gristwood made a guest appearance in his Robin DR220 G-BUTH, making a total of 8 
visiting aircraft. Sadly but wisely, Rob and Charlie with their Tiger Moth decided to stay at Dunkeswell. 
 

We enjoyed a very busy day in the bunker, the purpose of the open day being to raise funds towards 
covering the costs of the recent restoration work which has amounted to over £3,000. There are now fully 
functioning lavatories and lighting in all parts of the bunker including the BBC Studio. Our local newspaper 
will be running a series of articles detailing the very extensive history of the wartime airfield, the radar station 
and the cold war bunker.  
 
Below are a couple of photographs, one showing the RAF Hope Cove GCI Happidrome operations block, 
operational from 1941 to 1945 with a range of 90 miles, and also the Type 7 Radar which was operating 
right through the second world war and up to the departure of the RAF in 1958. The current airstrip runs 
directly through the spot where the Type 7 was situated and there maybe still an underground control room 
above which the radar was sighted! 
�

� �
�
Our local MP, Sarah Wollaston, visited us on Sunday and has since sent letters of support for the bunker 
museum project and the hangar planning application. 
 

Due to the high winds on Sunday, the fabulous weather that did materialise on the Bank Holiday Monday 
attracted several visitors and it was a great delight to welcome Charlie in Tiger Moth G-ALNA who flew in 
from Dunkeswell to take pleasure flights. He was flat out the whole day and even took a passenger back to 
Dunkeswell!  
 

Twenty Strut members also flew in, together with a couple of visitors from Yeovilton. Most folk wandered off 
for a picnic at Overbecks – the local National Trust Edwardian property with museum and exotic gardens, or 
out onto the cliff path. It really was one of those really perfectly clear, light wind and sunny weather days that 
all combined to make a greatly enjoyable Bolt Head event.  
��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������  
 
 



                                                                                                                                                              p4 of 13 

European Grand Tour, May / June 2010                                                  by Frank Mycroft  
 
For my 80th birthday I planned a grand tour in my Europa, aiming to 
land at Plock in Poland on the big day, to celebrate with my son and 
his family who live in that city. We left from Dunkeswell, as we were 
loaded to MAUW and Watchford Farm, where I keep the aircraft, is a 
bit short. We used the short channel crossing, staying the first night in 
Le Touquet. It is a pleasant 40 minute walk into town and no problem 
with our wheelie bags and rucksacks, so no taxi fares and an 
inexpensive, but nice place to stay. The weather was perfect, but the 
radio was slightly troublesome. Then on to Beaune but the Terra radio 
was getting worse and my transmissions were unreadable at one 
time. People at the airfield at Beaune advised us that there was an 
avionics firm at Dole only 20 miles away, so we flew there in the morning.  Dole squirted some contact fluid 
on the contacts at the back of the radio and that may have fixed the problem because the radio gradually 
got better during the trip and was perfect by the time we got home. Dole itself was unremarkable except that 
everyone we met was incredibly nice, competent and helpful; the airport staff, the cafe, the avionics shop, 
the hotel owner and the restaurateur where we had dinner.  

 
The next day, in fine weather with a strong following wind, we 
whizzed down over the mountains to the west of Lyons, then down 
the Rhone valley to Avignon. Avignon is really beautiful, and although 
only 4 of the original 16 arches of the Pont remain, it is amazing that 
even these few have withstood the power of the Rhone in flood, 
although nowadays it is better controlled with dams.  
 
Next day took us down to the coast at Cannes and along a precisely 
defined route to seaward at a maximum altitude of 500 feet up past 
Nice to the Italian border. We stayed just off the coast as the 

mountains rise very steeply inland. We have previously driven along 
that road which goes through tunnels and over bridges.  
 
We landed at Albenga on the 'Italian Riviera', but it was disappointing.  
We had intended to go from there to Bologna but decided to make an 
extra stop at Genoa.  It is said to have the largest 'old town' in Europe 
(or perhaps the world), but I am not convinced by this claim, although 
the very narrow streets and high old buildings do go on for a long 
way. We liked Genoa very much and bought a painting from a local 
artist, which we then transported around the rest of Europe in the 
back of the plane.  
 
Genoa airport is big and correspondingly expensive! You are met just off the runway by a "Follow Me" car 
which leads you to a corner in the vast acres of concrete and then comes back when you have unpacked to 
take you to the terminal, and does the reverse when you leave. However, there was no problem with Air 
Traffic Control who slot you in among the airliners, but they expect you to be nippy about it. 
  
On to Bologna next day, landing at Ozzano Emilia, a little grass airfield, beautifully maintained and selling 
Mogas (preferred by my Rotax engine). An expensive taxi ride took us into Bologna which I think, on 
reflection, is not worth a visit. The main square is nothing to write home about except to mention that it, like 
the rest of Bologna, is defaced by graffiti everywhere. With the weather still cloudlessly blue we then went 
on to Venice, landing at the nice grass airfield on the Lido. We had picked a hotel in the north-west corner of 
Venice island, not far from the railway station at the end of the causeway to the mainland.  It turned out to 
be a pretty and lively corner of Venice and our nice little hotel (entrance under an arch in an unpromising 
looking passage) was only a couple of hundred yards from the nearest vaporetti stop. We had intended to 
stay for a few days in Venice but a forward view of the weather seemed to indicate that the good weather 
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was about to come to an end and as our next flight was to take us through the Dolomites, between Italy and 
Slovenia, and up to Leoben/Timmersdorf in Austria, we decided to move on next day.   
 
Anyway, it was not our first visit to Venice. We got a few distant shots of the city as we climbed out of the 
airfield and then made our way north. The weather was fine but very hazy and as the mountains came into 
view, dimly perceived through the murk, we were glad that our GPS was going to lead us into the right 
valley. The route is marked on the charts and is to be flown at about 1,000' above ground level, i.e. the 
valley floor. It twists and turns and at times where the valley divides you think very carefully about which of 
the valleys ahead you should take, keeping a watchful eye on the Direction Indicator and the GPS. As we 
moved north the haze cleared a bit and we started to see the tops of the mountains around us.  Further 
north, as we passed Wolfsburg (Austria), the sky ahead became very dark and we saw a flash of lightning. 
We landed at Wolfsburg to let the storm pass and I closed my Flight Plan on the radio with Wien 
Information, whom I heard with perfect clarity. They must have aerials on very high ground in the vicinity!  
 
We took off again after about twenty minutes and saw no more lightning, although the sky remained very 
black and the visibility deteriorated. Approaching Zeltweg (a military airbase) I called them on their radar 
frequency but got no reply; then I called them on their two tower frequencies several times, telling them my 
intentions, but still nothing heard. I had flight planned to transit their zone and with high ground all round and 
visibility down to VMC minima and flying at about 1,000' agl I had no intention of changing my route, 
(although if asked I would have been happy to orbit somewhere until transit was convenient), so I pressed 
on and in due course an enormous rain-soaked runway came into view under my port wing with nothing 
moving on the ground at all. Just then, a voice on the radio called up to ask who had entered their zone 
without permission. I said it was me and that I had called them on all their frequencies several times and 
heard nothing and could I please proceed to my destination. They said “yes” I could and to give them their 
due, they later phoned Timmersdorf to make sure I had arrived safely. We landed and were given a nice cup 
of tea and biscuits at the airfield before arranging a hotel to which they drove us.  They told us that they 
have Eurofighters at Zeltweg but they are so expensive that they only fly them in good weather!  We spent a 
day in Timmersdorf (St Michael actually) enjoying the pretty countryside and then flew north to Ceske 
Budejovice in the Czech Republic where the airfield was a huge ex-MIG 29 base, now largely deserted.   
 

  
                                Ceske Krumlov                                                                          Airborne from Timmersdorf 
 
A ‘Follow me‘ car led us about 100 yards to the parking area, gave us a lift to where the taxi arrived (about 
150 yards, and the same when we left, and the charge for all that was £57 - double what we paid anywhere 
else including major airports like Genoa.  We got a taxi into town and a train to Ceske Krumlov, a World 
Heritage Site and well worth a visit.  The ancient town nestles in a bend in the river and over it towers a 
huge old castle, the significance of which I have already forgotten!   
 
We spent three days there, the third because of inclement weather, and then made a short flight northwards 
to Jicin to be nearer the border with Poland as the weather was still dubious.  Jicin was a pretty little town, 
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though very quiet, and the folks at the airfield were feeling very depressed as they had a group of Belgians 
who had towed their gliders all the way from home and had only two days flying in the ten days since they 
arrived.  The following day (my 80th birthday) we took off for Wroclaw in Poland despite dire predictions 
about the conditions over the mountains, and made it to our destination without problems.  We were fifth in 
the queue to land behind a Ryanair Wizzair, a Lot and another airliner, and were kept circling to the south of 
the runway until our turn came.  A quick lunch, then a long wait to be allowed out of the terminal building, 
then a ride out to our tiny plane - just two of us in one of these huge buses that take people from aeroplanes 
to the terminal building. Wroclaw to Plock, which is most of the way across Poland took only an hour and a 
quarter and we landed, being careful to avoid the waterlogged bits of the field.  My birthday was celebrated 
in style with my family in a very nice restaurant near the cathedral. 
 
That was Tuesday 1st June and the following Sunday we flew north to Gdansk where we spent 2 days in 
what is a very impressive city.  It has been beautifully restored after having been largely flattened in 1945.  It 
was a German city and despite its history, the restoration has put it back exactly as it was, German 
inscriptions on the buildings and all.  
 

  
                               Gdansk 1945                                                                          Gdansk 2010 
 
Then a 2 hour flight to Berlin, landing at a grass field to the northwest of the city.  The people at the airfield 
ran us to the nearby station (and collected us from there two days later) and a fast train had us in the city in 
no time.  The next day, we went into the centre of Berlin and had a most interesting tour in a riverboat, 
which was the coolest option on a very hot day.  In view of the changeable weather we decided to split the 
trip from Berlin to Cologne into two and chose to stop at Bad Gandersheim.  I phoned the field and they 
were very dubious about the weather but gave us permission to land if we did come.  So we went, and 
landed at the grass strip on the top of a hill above the town.  There was no one there, but we got a taxi into 
town and our hotel.  It is a very pretty little place which was preparing for its Domfestspiele which was to kick 
off with a performance of Haydn’s “Creation” on the Saturday evening in the Dom.  We had intended to be 
away on Saturday but the weather was unsuitable so we stayed an extra night and heard a magnificent 
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performance of Haydn’s work.  Just outside this charming little town we visited an old convent.  There was a 
bronze plaque on a wall which I could not read but which 
carried the word “Polen” and I feared the worst.  The convent 
had been an outpost of Buchenwald concentration camp with 
slave labour working in a metal factory nearby.  In 1944, with 
the allies advancing, they moved the inmates away, but for 
whatever reason marched 44 Poles into the woods nearby and 
shot them.  The incongruity of that atrocity in this peaceful little 
place was startling.   
 
Then on to Leverkusen, north of Cologne, where the grass 
strip was like a bowling green. Someone from the flying club 
ran us to the station for the train into Cologne which was en 
fete for the World Cup match against Australia, with TVs in the 
street cafes and great roars going up every time Germany 
scored (four times). The mood must have been a little different                         Bad Gandersheim  
a few days later!                                                                           
                            
Next day it was back to Le Touquet, then home exactly four weeks after we had left – a thoroughly 
enjoyable and interesting holiday. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Belle Vue fly-in, Saturday 11th September                                                     by Jim G ale  
 
Jet engined aircraft were flying at Belle Vue when we arrived, early on the Saturday morning. One, a 
Viggen, displayed its delta plan form against the broken cloud as it raced along the runway centre line at an 
altitude of about 500’ and the other, a Mig 29, rolled of the top of a steep climb, dropped its undercarriage 
and came in to do a full stop landing on the runway in front of the hangars. Exciting times at Belle Vue! 
 

  
 
You’ve got it…. they were jet powered model aircraft flown by members of the Large Aeromodel Club! With 
the impromptu show over, we set about preparing for the fly-in although, shame to say, the weather didn’t 
look too promising. In fact, throughout the day we could not see Dartmoor clearly nor Brown Willey at all.  
 
Despite the weather, 17 aircraft slowly found their way, coming from Roche, Bodmin, Dunkeswell, and strips 
to the north of Bristol and east of Lyneham. Don and Gill had the BBQ going, serving thick succulent 
burgers and fat popping sausages as well as Gill’s delicious home made fruit scones with Devon clotted 
cream and strawberry jam. Copious amounts of tea and coffee were also drunk. The visitors by air and road 
all had a pleasant day, meeting and greeting and between them, chipped in £38 for our nominated charity, 
the British Legion. 
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At about 3pm, after a lot of nagging and a general Safetycom broadcast, the modellers gave another 
exhibition of their model jet aircraft flying. The two slots were limited to about 6 minutes flying time as each 
aircraft carried 4 litres of paraffin fuel which was burning at the rate of a half a litre per min. This equates to 
30 litres per hour, which is much more than most of our own passenger carrying aircraft!  
 
The model airshow may well become a feature of Belle Vue’s fly-in next year, so watch out for 
announcements. Our thanks go to Don and Gill Easterbrook for their ever hospitable welcome. Derek Boyce 
was busy taking photos of the event, more of which can be seen on his Flickr online album. 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/sets/72157624887484637  
Regards, Jim. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
�

Watchford Farm Fly-In, Sunday 12th September 
 

     
As Steve mentioned in his introductory comments, this year’s Watchford fly-in was a record breaker for the 
number of arrivals, with over 80 pilots booking in and several others forgetting to do so! What is also worth 
mentioning is the excellent standard of airmanship displayed by all attendees. For the first time at a 
Watchford event the northerly wind required the active runway to be the short RW31 and with only about 
350 metres between the imposing hedges and significant uphill inclines from each threshold, it can be 
demanding at the best of times but everyone managed it with varying degrees of competence! 
 
Online photos of the assembled throng are viewable on Derek Boyce’s site 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/sets/72157625012425940 , Robin Walker’s collection on Air 
Britain http://www.abpic.co.uk/results.php?q=walker&fields=all&sort=latest&limit=10 and Steve Rendle’s on 
http://www.worldairpics.com/results.php?q=watchford&fields=all&sort=latest&limit=10&ft=yes  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
�

EASA issues the Final Report of the Safety Implicat ions of Biofuels in Aviation   
 

This project was undertaken by the University of Aachen under a research contract to EASA. The Light 
Aircraft Association was represented during this project by Barry Plumb, who was a member of the project 
steering committee. All aspects of the use of Mogas containing biofuel additives were considered in the 
research programme and the final report from the project is now publicly available on the EASA website at 
the following address: http://easa.europa.eu/safety-and-research/research-projects/miscellaneous.php  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Aeroletters 
 

EASA Medical                                                                                                 by Karl Martin   
 

A few weeks ago, I met Helmut in Provence. His wife introduced him as a medical doctor. Thinking that he 
would be a good chap with whom to discuss evidence based regulations relating to gliding, I mentioned the 
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topic of new medical requirements for pilots. He mentioned he was a neuro this and a neuro that, among 
other qualifications beginning with neuro. His chest inflated, so much so that even with a high density 
altitude it seemed likely he would float away. Then he mentioned he was a lifelong professional AME 
practitioner in Germany and currently an advisor, oops, I mean consultant, to a well known airline, no less. I 
wish I could say at that point he really did float away. Sadly, he did not. Here, briefly, for what it is worth, is 
the essence of the case he made in favour of increasing the standard of medical requirements (an irritating 
phrase as it implies nothing but goodness). Who could possibly oppose increased standards? Truly 
excellent spin, however: 
 
First, on “that island” - he could not bring himself to name it correctly (more spin, implies “little island” hence 
irrelevant), GPs are well informed about their patients. There is continuity of contact between GP and 
patient. Detailed records follow those who move. Hence, the NPPL works because the GP knows the pilot’s 
medical history.  Not so in many parts of mainland Europe (big important mainland – you get the drift). Here, 
a pilot can seek a medical certificate from an AME found in the Yellow Pages. The AME knows nothing 
about the pilot beforehand, so the pilot can lie about conditions which, if known, would prevent him from 
flying. Hence, the medical check has to be more thorough to catch the rogue pilot. Note the juxtaposition of 
rogue and pilot, without a shred of evidence. This is a classic slur, excellent spin and will be used by hacks 
everywhere. 
 
Secondly, there is the issue of liability of the AME. On “that island” the medic / AME is not legally liable for 
damages arising from an accident caused by a medical condition. There, the pilot is always at fault and if he 
dies as a result of an aero-accident what more proof does one need, ipso facto. In mainland Europe the 
AME is liable, (without any supporting evidence regarding historical significance). So, specific professional 
insurance is required and insurance companies dictate the standard of investigation required from AMEs in 
order to be covered. Naturally, they set the standard as high as they can, for the purest of motives; self 
interest! 
 
So, I said “You have a system which works, as do we. Why not recognise each other’s system?” 
“Regulatory harmonisation” he said. “That sounds like another magical, musical word which avoids looking 
at the evidence. Who could possibly object to “Harmonisation”?” I said. “More “motherhood and apple pie”, 
one can never criticise them”. Mary F Poppins rules, I thought! 
 
Just then, Hans intervened to tell us about his experience with AMEs. As a former astronaut, he had been 
tested for all known medical conditions over many months. He had reached a conclusion about AMEs and 
their approach, saying: “AMEs like testing their subjects and are pleased when they uncover a medical 
defect, no matter how small. It makes them feel important and justifies their large fees and larger salaries”. 
“In fact, AMEs place pilots into two categories: those who have been tested enough to find a problem and 
those who have not yet been tested enough.” 
 
This sounded like a well rehearsed punch line. It was funny, so I chuckled. But when I saw the apoplectic 
look on Helmut’s face, I could hardly contain myself. Now, this had become hilarious. Hans and I nearly 
floated away. 
  
Unfortunately, as matters stand, I cannot see who will have the last laugh or should that be the last 
experience of “schadenfreude”. (Names have been changed to protect the guilty). 
____________________________________  
 

Personal Insurance Recommendation: Stein Financial 
 

I recently had to renew a term life insurance policy and my insurer wanted to hike the rates by almost 75% 
because of my private flying (I don’t think I’m that bad!).  Previously, they had not imposed an additional 
premium for this “increased risk”.  After shopping around the usual price comparison sites, I encountered 
similar problems – it appears that an increasing number of companies are now introducing a loading for any 
level of private flying.   
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Slightly sceptically, I contacted Stein Financial based in Swindon and who advertise in Light Aviation to see 
what they might offer.  I was very impressed.  Russ Stein clearly understands amateur aviators and has a 
good handle on which insurers load premiums for private pilots and which have the best rates for differing 
levels of flying.  In my case, he found a company (one of the majors) which presently does not apply a 
loading and so saved me about £150 per annum.  Russ and his team were helpful, friendly and very 
efficient.  I will continue to use him and I feel other Strut members seeking life insurance might find a call to 
him worthwhile. He has a website http://www.flyingcover.co.uk/index.shtml and can be contacted on 
mail@flyingcover.co.uk  01793-491888.   
Regards, John Colgate G-IVOR 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

Kingsbridge British Legion Fly-Past, 9th October 
 

Hi all, I am busy organising this year's Kingsbridge British Legion Fly-Past to take place on Saturday 9th 
October. If you can participate this year to help us raise funds in aid of our brave lads we would all be 
eternally grateful, knowing as we do the cost of fuel and maintenance in these difficult times! 
 

We will, at least, catch the extra hour before the clocks revert this year but in any case, I invite as many of 
you as I can to stay over on the Saturday evening to be with us in the Legion Club for a knees up 1940's 
evening bash! I will lay on a fish and chips or pie and chips supper for those of you that are able to take part. 
I am negotiating with Keith Wingate at Halwell for overnight parking and if you don't mind bringing sleeping 
bags and sharing a room, I can accommodate up to 12 and provide breakfast. 
 
As before, the fly-past will be conducted as a non-display stream within the requirements of the ANO and I 
will circulate more details about this to those of you who can participate. I need as many as possible to take 
part in the fly-by, particularly military marked planes, if that isn't being too cheeky! As a Trustee of the 
Legion, I’m expected to snap my fingers and make miracles happen but it is for an extremely stretched 
National welfare fund!  Your efforts last year are still being talked about and very much appreciated which is 
why I have been asked to invite you all again and expand on the day’s activities if possible. 
 
I will be on the town square with Peter Gristwood and anyone else who would like to help out - you're 
guaranteed a pint in the afternoon and a free lunch! I'll be in touch via ICOM and will provide a PA  
commentary. This worked well last year and brought folk a little closer to our small flying fraternity. Very best 
wishes,  
Reg McComish rmcco38049@aol.com 
____________________________________________ 
 
Peter Gorman won the most meritorious flight award at our Dunkeswell fly-in for coming from Newcastle, 
County Wicklow in his RV6. 
 
Gosh Mike, my chest is puffed out a little!!  I carried on that time from Dunkeswell to Dinard and Quiberon. 
The weather wasn't great but the food was good! My friend Claude at Quiberon wants to plan a flight to 
Senegal, I'm wondering who might have already done this and be able to help. 
 
I hope you got back to Dunkeswell from the Sywell rally OK.  We went to Old Warden but didn't stay for the 
airshow due to weather forecast and flew in rain to Shobdon. Then around the mountains to Caernarfon, 
above which airfield (if we landed the police would insist on us giving a new 12 hours notice) we air-filed a 
flight plan to Newcastle (EINC) and zoomed  across the sea at 1000 ft and 180 kts with a strong tailwind 
until we could see the lighthouse at Wicklow. The sea looked rough!   
 
That's probably it for this year. I thought Sywell was very good. Lots of interesting stuff and we were 
delighted to have seen Steve Noujaim arriving at Southend after his record-breaking flight from Cape Town - 
marvellous.  
Cheers for now, Peter 
________________________________________  
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YA Day Dunkeswell, Saturday 18th September 
 

Dear Steve, What a fantastic day!  Most of these youngsters had never been on a flying activity like this 
before and they were completely blown away.  In the current youth banter - "That was just the coolest thing 
ever". Even Owen (who landed looking a rather different colour than when he took off!) thought it was 
brilliant.  They haven't stopped talking about it and their mobiles were overheating from texting their friends 
about it too!  The leaders and parents were also very surprised and very pleased with your generous offer 
inviting them to fly as well.  From a scouting point of view, this is a rare and exhilarating activity made all the 
more exciting by being staged at a wonderful location with many other interesting activities taking place.  
The team of gentlemen pilots was outstanding.  They and their magnificent array of aircraft were the key to 
the outstanding success of the day.  We are very grateful for you making this opportunity available to us. 
 
On behalf of all our youngsters, leaders and parents we thank you and all those involved very much indeed.  
It truly was a wonderful occasion which we will not forget! 
  
With best wishes, 
Steve Collier, Beaminster Explorer Scouts 
PS.  I will come back to you with some collated thoughts from our youngsters as soon as I am able.  
__________________________________________ 
 
Mike, The Watchford fly-in was superb. Excellent turn out, good weather and catering. My wife came with 
me and enjoyed it also. I went to Belle Vue the day before,  which did not benefit from good weather, which 
was a shame. There was an excellent display of a very large RC model Mig which was most unexpected. 
Hopefully the conditions will be good for a trip to Thorney Island on 25th/26th September. Regards, Kevin 
Stuart 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Adverts  http://www.devonstrut.co.uk/pages/adverts.htm  
 
Aerocrafting – A New Aircraft Maintenance and Resto ration Business at Dunkeswell. 
 
Ex Iscavia engineer, Trevor Carnall, has recently started up a new 
business in Dunkeswell’s Hangar 5 and will be trading under the name of 
Aerocrafting. He'll be able to work on PtF aircraft as well as CofA 
machines with John Skinner’s approval. This will fill the gap created by 
the absence of a CofA maintenance service at Dunkeswell.  
 
When he is fully up and running Trevor will be available to do maintenance, trim and paintwork, having 
previously specialised in restoring vintage vehicles. He also owns the airframe of the only example ever built 
of the Chrislea Airguard G-AFIN dating from 1938. Trevor can be contacted on 07815-824024.  

__________________________________________ 
 
Professional Aircraft Prints by Chris England 
Ever thought of having a photograph of your own aeroplane (or your 
favourite type) on canvas? I can provide professional, high quality images 
(see Christen Eagle –  right) at very reasonable prices.  A perfect gift for 
birthdays, Christmas, retirement, or any time. Contact me, Chris England, 
at chrisengland37@gmail.com  for a sample image, or visit 
www.englandfoto.co.uk.  Prices start at £25.  
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Aerox Aviation Portable Oxygen system   consisting 23.1 cu ft steel cylinder @2015psi, flowmeter and 2 
canula and mask. This gives oxygen for one person 43 hrs at 10,000 ft and 22 hrs at 15000ft. Seat back 
carrier pack, and 2.3m3 storage cylinder (full) price £325 or nearest offer. Available near Dunkeswell. Call 
Leo Collier 01404831195. 



                                                                                                                                                              p12 of 13 

Rollason Condor D62B, G-AXGV  For Sale (right) 
Factory built 1969, RR 0-200 TTAF 4820, TTE 2425, to be sold with 
new permit.  Complete overhaul including re- cover in 2003.  Well 
maintained and always hangared.  Chris Lodge prop, 85-90kts at 
2350 / 18-20 lts/hr.  Nice handling combined with a good solid 
airframe with honest farm strip performance.  Comfortable, 
economical tourer.  To include spares package.  £13,250 Contact 
Steve Robson 07776-075996 
 

Rans S6 ESD Coyote 11 G-MYGP For Sale (right) 
1992 tailwheel microlight, Rotax 503 52hp, TT470 hrs, comes with 
trailer/hangar. Good condition, excellent short-field performance, 
genuine reason for sale, currently kept at Dunkeswell. £6,500 ONO. 
Contact David Millin Office: 01803-663012, Home: 01803-875601, 
Mob: 07919-685079.  
 

Wanted build partner in East Devon for Vans RV9A .  
The RV9 is the one with the long wings giving 
Cessna/Robin landing speeds whilst still having real VANS go-
places performance. I have a finished Empennage and have started 
the wing kit. Final decisions on engine and slider/tip-up canopy not 
yet committed. Partner wanted for occasional help or full share. 
Robin Charles 01404 815204 or rjcharles@iee.org 
 

HM200 2 place intercom . New, unused, portable voice activated intercom system 
which can be taken with you when you leave your aircraft. Operates from one PP3 
battery providing up to 48 hours continuous use. Contact Ernie Hoblyn 
jernieh@talktalk.net  01752-670607, 07967-838131  
 

S.T. Aviation Intercom  for sport aviation intercom/radio interface. £90 or nearest 
offer. Call Leo Collier on 01404831195 for details. 
 
Aircraft Parts for Sale 
·  Genuine continental aircraft ignition switch. FAA EASA approved with paperwork, gives left, right, both 

and keyed to start. This part has been fitted once then removed. It cost new £290.54 (invoice available).  
 
·  Concorde RG-35A sealed aircraft battery. FAA EASA approved with paperwork. Fitted once then 

removed. Cost £178.79 new. I’m looking for a sensible offers for the above 2 items. 
 
·  5 Litre tin of hydraulic oil - used in landing legs. Surplus to requirements £5.00  
     Contact Steve Cole 01395-578999 or 07841-889112. 
 

Hercules Propellers  
Rupert Wasey (Flitzer G-ERIW builder of Stroud, Gloucestershire) has set up a bespoke prop business and 
offers a money back guarantee. His website http://www.hercprops.com quotes one of his props replacing an 
original unit on a Fournier RF5 to have increased the rate of climb from 450 fpm to 600 fpm and the 
maximum straight and level speed from 108 mph to 120 mph. Also, a Flitzer biplane retro-fitted with a 
Hercules Propeller demonstrated a 4 mph (5%) increase in maximum straight and level speed. Rupert can 
be contacted on 07976 533615 or info@hercprops.com  
��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������
 

October Free Landings 
 

Pilot:    Blackpool, Old Buckenham, Andrewsfield, Enstone, Pembrey and Eddsfield.  
Flyer:   Chiltern Park, North Weald, Kingsmuir, Fowlmere, Old Buckenham and Sutton Meadows 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Autumn / Winter Evening Meetings 
Venue: Ley Arms, Kenn, Exeter (http://tinyurl.com/2zw3dq)  

 
Next Meeting: Thursday 14th October, 19.30 - Nick Chittenden – “Antarctic Adventures & Air Atlantique” 
 
Future Meetings: 
11th November – Brian Lecomber (Non-member guests welcome on £5 admission) 
9th December – tba 
13th January – tba 
10th February – Strut AGM 
10th March – David Wilson – The Cody Project 
14th April - tba 
 
The Ley Arms is reached by exiting the A38 at the Kennford junction, 3 miles 
south of Exeter, adjacent to the Shell petrol station and following the minor 
road eastwards for 1km from Kennford into and through Kenn village.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Tailpiece:  
Hi Mike,  
Attached pic following in John Crabb’s footsteps! Another good reason to visit the Scillies in our aircraft. 
Regards  
Steve Wells  

 
 
 


